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Food Bank reports record distribution, but an even greater need

by Jennifer Banman
Food Bank of Lincoln

Theres been a lof of press
talely about the state of food
bunks nationwide: warehouses
are emply and pantry boxes are
skimpy.

And yet most food banks
report that they are distribuiing
wore food now than ever before.

Here in Lincoln the amount
of fuod disuibuted by the Food
Banlk hag increased every year in
the organization’s 25-year histo-

ry — and 2007 will be a record

year as we brealk the 3-million-
pound nwark for the first time,
That’s 3 million pounds of
food coming into the fopd banlk
and going back out into the com-
ity ~ roughly half a ton a day.
Thanls to hard work and gen-
grosity the fogod keeps arriving
And then ii fies back oul the

door sa fast it makes our heads

Spin.

Every pound gathewd is pret- -

ty much spolen for even befare it
arrives in our warchouse. We
solmwetimes wonder, were it not

for limita-
tions such as
“staffing and
q space, how
" many
pounds the

Douhle? -
Triple?
. we know for
sure is that
evefl Wlth
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steady grawth, We are not meel-

ing the needs-of hungry families
in Lincoln and surmundmg com-
munities.

So, what's gcnng on inthe food
bank world?

How can the Lincoln Food
Bank have a 1ecmd year and still

not haye enough to help our hun-

gry neighbors?

Well first, the need for food is

up, Way up.

Layoffs and'dmortgage fmeclo—;“

sures have led to an increase in
homelessness and poverty in
general.

Prices keep chmbmg, debts:

Food Bank

All

are high, wages are stagnant, and

“benefits are scarce. Becausg of
this, pantries and soup kitchens

are seeing a significant increase
in the number of working poor

. people coming in. And unlile

households in an emergency situ:
ation with an end in sight, these
families retwrn month after
month because their financial
solutions do not improve.

But while maore people need
help with food for longer periods
of time, the supply of what’

available to food - banlcs
decreasing,

For one thing, pnlem.ial.
donors ~ individpals, retailers,

and manufacturers — are feelmg
gome of the same pressures as
tamilies seeking assistance. And
tough times lead to frugal behav—
ior,

Many companies_ have beg_un
to sell their surplus to discount
gutlets such as dollar stores
rather than donating to charity.
Inventory computerization
means fewer overruns and nis-
takes. This is good news for man-
ufacturers and retailers, but bad

news for food banks.

- Burplus. pwduct commg to

food banks is down, dug to the
stlong agri ral ECONOMY,
Crops that- opce would - have

gone i, the sﬁxplus food supply -

are belng‘-dlverted for non-nutri-
tional uses: ‘such as e1l1an01 and
hlgh fmctose Corn Syrup.

ank of meo]n is
have
d1ve1se_'s uuces “of product food

Lylmg.
USDA® supphes a1e among “those
hurtmg most 1~1g11t now.

meén't“that food banks supphes
of nutnthus items are gladually

make'uf) a meal
The plcture of g famﬂy leaving

.afood line with fixings for a com-

plete ‘meal-was. probably never
accurate, but less so-all the time.

‘In 2004 -$233 ‘1n11110n worth

relatively

fed bﬁf the{z do ot .

"Ihese days people are excited io
see cans of green beans.

reported that the petcent-
age of wealth going to the richest
1% of U.S, citizens s at its high-
est'since 1928.
Yet poverty and homelessness

.arg.on ‘the rise, The paradox of

dlmxmshmg supplies and growing
need in the midst of affluence is a
maunting- challenge for iood
banks, -

What will happen, only time
will'tell, but the Tood Bank will
keep kamg to distribute as
much. food as'possible.

And we can use all the help
we can get—so be aware of your
stmgglmg ne1ghbors and do what
you can. o
““Bood For ﬂmnght” 1§ con-
tributed by the Food Bank of
meoln cmd appears peviadically
in the Ne1g11bo1hood Extra. The
next calumn wlll be. publzshed
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